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1, The Ehews Trtish riwver bosts ara identical to the ones operated on the I1i River,
between Kure, Sinkiang, and Lake Balkash, USSR, The Kkara Irtish boats made two
trips a year, in May and June, between Lake Zaisan, USSR, and the Sinkiang tcwns
of Khabakhe (Hapahcs and Burchun (Puerhtsin). On each of the two yearly trips
these river boata, or tugs, always pvlled two barges with them, dropping off one
at Khabakhe (situsted at the point where the Knara River runs into the Khara Irtish) .
e e R and the other at Burchun. ) ) ) v )

2. These boats, which were manned by Soviet personnel, flew only the Soviet flag,
when underway, but added the Chineze flag when docked. They brought various types :
of farm and mining equipment to Sinkiang snd returned to the USSR laden with ore. .

3, The rivar boats, which are actually coal fueled, shallow-draft tugs,; are constructed
of plywood, the hull being coverad with metal sheeting and peinted black. Everything
above the main desic is unpainted, bub varnishad In natural finish - a reddish ’
mahogany color. The funnel ie paintad bright orange. They are approximately
20 fest in length and 40 feot wide. Tha bargos that they pull are about the
semo mizs and are of the same consiructicn and cclar.
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